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Journey: something suggestive of passage or movement from one place to another 
 
Adventure: 1) an undertaking or enterprise of a hazardous nature 2) an unusual experience or 
course of events marked by excitement and suspense 
 
 Hello, congratulations on completing 8th grade, and welcome to summer reading. You 
can see by the definitions of the above two words that there’s a difference between a journey and 
an adventure and yet the two aren’t altogether different; in fact, it may be fair to say that a true 
journey probably has some adventure wrapped up in it.  As you embark on your summer reading 
for 9th grade, I’d like you to keep these two concepts in mind, and when you spot signs of 
journey or adventure in the book or books you choose to read, make note of it.  Write directly in 
the book or books (if you own it) or use post-it notes when you spot text that embodies or 
connects to these ideas.  The first major writing assignment you compose for me in the fall 
will focus on journey and adventure and how they manifest themselves in the summer 
reading. 
 With this in mind, please choose at least one of the following books to read over the 
summer.  Notice I said “at least one” because it could be to your advantage to read more than 
one, but whether you’d like to do that is up to you. 
 
 The Chosen by Chaim Potok 
 
 The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver 
 
 Where Things Come Back by John Corey Whaley 
 
 Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 
 

The Fault in Our Stars by John Green 
 
 The Secret Life of Bees by Susan Monk Kidd 
 
And one more thing, I hope you’d agree that journeys don’t necessarily have to be 
physical; they can be intellectual, emotional, and even spiritual, and they involve growth in 
a character.  Enjoy your reading and read a lot!  Have a tremendous summer! 
 

*** 
 
In addition to reading one or more than one of the previous books, I’d also like you to read The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie. 
 
“Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on 
the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves 
his troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other 



Indian is the school mascot. 
 
Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, 
which is based on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings by Ellen Forney 
that reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one Native American 
boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was destined to live.” 

When you return in September, our first literary discussion will focus on this book along 
with some kind of assessment, so it’s important you read it. You may want to wait until the 
second half of the summer, so it’s fresh in your mind.  
 
Here are some descriptions for the choice books: 
 
The Bean Trees:  

“Meet Taylor Greer.  Clear-eyed and spirited, she grew up poor in rural Kentucky with 
two goals: to avoid pregnancy and to get away.  She succeeds on both counts when she buys a 
’55 Volkswagon and heads west.  But by the time our plucky if unlikely heroine pulls up on the 
outskirts of Tuscson, Arizona, at an auto repair shop called Jesus is Lord Used Tires that also 
happens to be a sanctuary for Central American refugees, she’s “inherited” a three-year-old 
American Indian girl named Turtle.  What follows—as Taylor meets the human condition head-
on—is at the heart of this memorable novel about love and friendship, abandonment and 
belonging, and the discovery of surprising resources in apparently empty places.” 
 
Where Things Come Back: 
 “A brother gone missing, a religious fanatic, the girl of your dreams, and the miraculous 
reappearance of an extinct bird, all in one Podunk Arkansas town? No, this isn't a fantasy—it's 
the plot of Where Things Come Back, John Corey Whaley's 2011 book about the pains of 
growing up in a small community, and the difficulty of finding your own path as a young adult.” 
With different story lines converging at the end of the novel, protagonist, Cullen Witter, goes on 
one heck of a roller coaster ride without ever stepping out of his hometown, Lily. 
 
Speak: 

Melinda Sordino has just entered her freshman year of high school, and she is struggling.  
She begins to skip school, withdraw from her quirky parents, and aspires to do nothing more than 
take a nap.  She creates a make-shift hideaway in an abandoned janitor’s closet where she sleeps 
during the day or hides when she is feeling anxious. Her only escape is art class where Mr. 
Freeman, her teacher, encourages his students to express themselves, and Melinda needs to 
express herself; in fact, her life depends on it—she needs to speak. 
 
The Chosen: 
 When Danny Saunders, a fifteen-year-old, ultra-religious Hasidic Jew, almost blinds 
Reuven Malter, a Modern Orthodox Jew of the same age, during a competitive baseball game, an 
unlikely friendship occurs.  Set against the backdrop of the time period: the end of World War II, 
the death of President Roosevelt, the revelation of the Holocaust in Europe, and the struggle for 
the creation of the state of Israel, the two boys end up pursuing the truth together in a world filled 
with ambiguities, and they both must decide if they should accept the responsibilities that come 
with being chosen. 



 
The Secret Life of Bees: 
 “Set in South Carolina in 1964, The Secret Life of Bees tells the story of Lily Owens, 
whose life has been shaped around the blurred memory of the afternoon her mother was killed.  
When Lily’s fierce-hearted “stand-in mother” Rosaleen, insults three of the deepest racists in 
town, Lily decides to spring them both free.  They escape to Tiburon, South Carolina—a town 
that holds a very delicate secret.  Taken in by an eccentric trio of black beekeeping sisters, Lily is 
introduced to their mesmerizing world of bees and honey, and the Black Madonna.  It is here that 
Lily hopes she will gain the strength to confront her abusive father and something even more 
dangerous: her past.” 
 
The Fault in Our Stars: 
 “Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel 
Lancaster has never been anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis.  But 
when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support 
Group, Hazel’s story is about to be completely rewritten.” 
 
  
 
 


